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Subject annotation

In today's Lithuanian historical science, it is difficult to carry out innovative works on the history of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, which is subject to the criteria of novelty, originality, and the relevance
of the problem under investigation (both Lithuanian and international), without using a wide database
of source data (published and manuscript) and without carrying out in-depth source research.
Experience shows that the knowledge of paleography and source studies acquired during Bachelor's
and Master's studies is insufficient, primarily due to the linguistically diverse documentation and
writing of the Great Duchy of Lithuania, as well as imperfect knowledge of other countries languages.
The extremely "scattered" nature of the archives of the Great Duchy of Lithuania also requires further
study.

This course aims to further develop and deepen the knowledge, skills, and abilities in source studies,
paleography, archaeography, and archival science. The introductory lectures cover the fundamental
publications of Lithuanian historical sources and provide data on the main places where the
documentation and writing of the history of the GDL are stored in Lithuania and neighboring
countries. Practical classes (consultations and seminars) analyze Latin, Ruthenian, Polish, and German
sources from various periods, improve the knowledge of the specialized languages (Polish, Ruthenian,
Latin, German), and strengthen palaeographical skills in text recognition. The lectures will also
include practical sessions. They will include textual analysis of the historiographical works by Jan
Dtugosz, Maciej Stryjkowski, Albert Wijuk Kojatowicz, and other authors, to reveal the ways and
sources of their composition. The common thread in the examination of the texts by these authors will
be the efforts to discover and identify the works by ancient and later historians who have served as a
repository of narrative material. Knowledge and application of general principles and specific
techniques of the publication of unpublished Medieval and Early Modern sources in extenso or their
extracts are important for a novice scholar who has chosen the field of Medieval studies. The offered
course will discuss the methods of publications from various scientific sources and practically teach
publishing techniques. In this way, the listeners of this course have the opportunity to participate in
the preparation of publications of historical sources for the press, to publish the results of their research
in the joint publication of the Lithuanian Institute of History and Vilnius University "Research on
Historical Sources".

The knowledge, skills, and abilities acquired during the doctoral studies are assessed according to the
written work: a library-research paper.
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Vilnius: Lietuviy literatiiros ir tautosakos
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2019, t. 44, 2019, p. 31-46. ISSN 1392-0448.
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