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European Anthropologies. Andrés Bar-
rera-González, Monica Heintz, Anna 
Horolets (eds). New York, Oxford: 
Berghahn, 2020[2017]. 296 p.: illustr.

In the history of anthropology, Europe as a 
subject is generally regarded as a late-com­
er, and, as Nigel Rapport observed with 
reference to an anthropology of Britain, 
inferior to ‘a proper anthropology’ that 
finds its object of study elsewhere (Rap­
port, Nigel. 2002. ‘Best of British!’: An In­
troduction to the Anthropology of Britain, 
N. Rapport (ed.). British Subjects: An An-
thropology of Britain: 3–23. Oxford: Berg). 
This perception is, of course, thoroughly 
Anglo-centric, and reflects the historically 
dominant position of British social anthro­
pology more than it reflects the historical 
actuality. An early volume of essays on the 
anthropology of Europe (Goddard, Victo­
ria A.; Llobera, Josep R.; Shore, Cris (eds). 
1994. The Anthropology of Europe: Identity 
and Boundaries in Conflict. Explorations in 
Anthropology. Oxford: Berg) is an inad­
vertent testimony to this perspective, with 
a bibliography including very few authors 
from outside the Anglo-American uni­
verse of discourse, and hardly any sources 
in any of the languages spoken in Europe. 
Thus, ignoring the substantial (if often 
controversial) contributions ‘from within’, 
this version of an anthropology of Europe 
remained caught in an approach to ‘the 
other’ that anthropology studying ‘proper’ 
(i.e. exotic) subjects was by then supposed 
to have overcome. ‘Europe’ was anthropol­
ogy’s last remaining frontier, its ultimate 
‘other’. Gerholm and Hannerz drew at­
tention to the multitude of anthropologies 
that existed in various guises (Gerholm, 
Thomas; Hannerz, Ulf. 1982. Introduction: 
The Shaping of National Anthropologies, 
Ethnos 47(1–2): 5–35); and others, includ­
ing the present reviewer, highlighted 

the fact that the anthropological study of 
European societies had a history going 
back at least as far as the colonial observa­
tion of the colonised exotic peoples, even if 
the study of the European peasantry, and 
later of proletarian and deviant subcul­
tures, had an air of what Bausinger called 
Binnenexotik (internal exoticism) about it. 
The 1990s and early 2000s saw an increas­
ing convergence between an anthropology 
of Europe influenced largely by American 
cultural anthropology, and the various na­
tional traditions of a European ethnology 
(by whatever name the Vielnamenfach was 
known), reflected in the foundation of the 
European Association of Social Anthro­
pologists (EASA) and the resurgence of the 
Société Internationale d’Ethnologie et de 
Folklore (SIEF), with many contemporary 
scholars being active in both, even though 
anthropology and ethnology, where they 
coexist in the same university, are usually 
based in different faculties. 

It is against this backdrop that the series 
of workshops on which the present vol­
ume is based took place over a number of 
years, associated with the Europeanist net­
work in the EASA. Following a wide-rang­
ing introduction by the editors, skilfully 
mapping out key themes and connections, 
the volume examines 11 substantive exam­
ples of European approaches to anthropo­
logical studies: Portugal, the German-lan­
guage area, Russia, Italy, France, Finland, 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Croatia and 
Greece. Besides its regional focus, each of 
these chapters also addresses a particular 
broader issue, or set of issues, and charts 
the historical evolution of the discipline 
in its respective national context. Interest­
ing similarities and differences emerge, 
and while none of this is particularly new 
to those of us engaged in the anthropo­
logical study of Europe ‘from within’, 
there is much to be learnt here for any­
one acculturated within the monolingual 
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traditions of British social or American 
cultural anthropology. An attentive reader 
will, for example, pick up on the contrast 
between a relatively integrated French 
ethnology that encompasses anthropology 
and ethnology/folklore more harmonious­
ly than the divergent traditions in Italy; 
the curious position of Finland, emerging 
with a distinct identity of its own between 
its major neighbours, Russia and Sweden 
(which, given its broader influence in this 
field, is strangely missing from this collec­
tion); the political role of anthropological 
studies in small-state post-colonial nation-
building, exemplified by Lithuania, and its 
contrast with similar small states in differ­
ent historical contexts, such as Slovakia or 
Croatia; the problematics arising for early 
field sites and topics of an anthropology of 
Europe, exemplified by Greece (Ireland, a 
major field of early anthropology of Euro
pe that would raise important issues in 
both theory and practice, is also missing 
from the collection); or the difficult nego­
tiations of concepts and approaches in the 
light of a history of political abuse in the 
German-speaking areas. 

Given the historical significance of Bri
tish social anthropology, and the conde­
scending view of any ‘anthropology at 
home’ in the British context as an amateur 
antiquarian pursuit not worthy of a univer­
sity presence (Kockel, Ullrich. 2008. Turn­

ing the World Upside Down: Towards a 
European Ethnology in (and of) England, 
M. Nic Craith et al. (eds). Everyday Culture 
in Europe: Approaches and Methodologies. 
Progress in European Ethnology: 149–163. 
Aldershot: Ashgate), a chapter on Britain, 
discussing the contemporary significance 
of the clear divergence between the constit­
uent parts of the United Kingdom, would 
have been desirable to round off the collec­
tion. Having produced a few edited vol­
umes over the years, this reviewer is acute­
ly aware that there are limits to what can 
be included in any edited collection, and 
that editors must make choices. If an over­
all word limit had to be observed, restrict­
ing all contributions to, say, 15 pages each, 
could have given sufficient space to accom­
modate the addition of the three chapters 
indicated without loss of substance. This 
volume could have been strengthened con­
siderably by more evident thematic struc­
turing of the contributions. While the edi­
tors’ introduction makes suitable reference 
to the wider issues and the wider national 
contexts, and clearly lays out a potential 
thematic structure, that structure remains 
implicit, and there is no obvious logic to 
the sequence of the chapters. Having said 
that, the volume serves very well as an in­
troductory overview for a thematic series 
and is a valuable reference book for anyone 
interested in the anthropological study of 
Europe ‘from within’.

 Ullrich Kockel
 Heriot-Watt University


