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SOME REMARKS ON THE BALTS IN POLISH
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERIODICALS

ANNA BITNER-WRÓBLEWSKA

APÞVALGOS

A number of Polish archaeological periodicals is
too big to present all of them, even briefly1 . It is
also not possible to refer to all those which dis-
cuss the Balt archaeology. The main aim of this
article is to offer a general overview of Polish pe-
riodical publications which could be interesting
for Lithuanian researchers studying the prehistory
and early history of the Balts.

We should start from the two oldest archaeo-
logical periodicals in Poland, namely Wiadomoúci
Archeologiczne and Úwiatowit, both dated to the
19th c. and still published. The first volume of
Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne appeared in Warsaw
in 1873 (Fig. 1 – Musianowicz, 1973). It was ed-
ited and financed by Jan count Zawisza – Polish
antiquarian, scholar and philanthropist
(Blombergowa, 2008). He was interested in ar-
chaeology and conducted archaeological research

Among the all-Poland archaeological periodicals, which present Balt archaeology, one should mention
Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne and Úwiatowit as well as several series: Barbaricum, Studia Galindzkie,
and Seminarium Baùtyjskie. Regional periodicals, usually interdisciplinary journals that include
archaeology, history, ethnography, and linguistics (e.g. Rocznik Biaùostocki, Rocznik Olsztyñski, and
Pruthenia), hold a very important position among the archaeological periodicals covering the Balts.
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„Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne“ (Archeologinës þinios) ir „Úwiatowit“, bei „Barbaricum“, „Studia
Galindzkie“ (Galindø tyrimai) ir „Seminarium Baùtyjskie“ (Baltø seminaras) serijos Lenkijoje yra
svarbiausi tæstiniai leidiniai, kuriuose aptariama baltø archeologija. Baltiðkajai medþiagai daug dëmesio
skiriama ir regioninëje periodikoje, tarp jø paminëtini tarpdisciplininës pakraipos leidiniai (pvz., „Rocznik
Biaùostocki“ (Balstogës metraðtis), „Rocznik Olsztyñski“ (Olðtyno metraðtis), „Pruthenia“).

Reikðminiai þodþiai: periodiniai leidiniai, baltø archeologija, Lenkija.

1 For example, for presentation of only Warsaw archaeological periodicals from the 19th c. and beginning of the 20th c.
needs a separate monograph (Wroñska, 1989).

Fig. 1. The first page of volume I of Wiadomoúci
Archeologiczne.
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in the basin of Nemunas River and its tributaries
and later in the caves of the Ojców Valley near
Cracow (Blombergowa, 2006). J. Zawisza took
part in the international archaeological and an-
thropological conferences, presenting papers
about archaeology in Poland. Between 1873 and
1882 four volumes of Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne
were published. For the fifth volume one had to
wait until Poland’s rebirth at the end of WW I.
That volume appeared in 1920 (Fig. 2) edited by
the State Board of Inspectors of Prehistoric Monu-
ments established to protect archaeological monu-
ments in Poland (Piotrowska, 2003). Starting from
the tenth volume, the State Archaeological Mu-
seum has become an editor of Wiadomoúci
Archeologiczne and continues this activity up till
now (Fig. 3).

During the long history of this periodical its
sections underwent changes, however, the main
ones remained. One of the most important inten-
tions of all editors was publication of materials
and studies based on archaeological artifacts.
What distinguishes journal in question is the sec-
tion ‘Discoveries’ offering insight into small finds
recorded both by chance and during excavations,

as well as in the museum storerooms. From the
beginning of its appearance, Wiadomoúci Archeolo-
giczne presented the Balt archaeology. In 1950s and
1960s it were mostly the results of investigations of
Polish-Swedish Complex Yatving Expedition (e.g.
Antoniewicz et al., 1956; Jaskanis, Jaskanis, 1961),
however, the Balt materials from pre-1945 excava-
tions – now kept in the State Archaeological Mu-
seum – were also published in Wiadomoúci
Archeologiczne (Kaczyñski, 1963a; 1963b). Last but
not least, the very recent researches in the Balt
lands find their way to the periodical in question
(eg. Vaitkievièius, 2003).

Among the oldest Polish archaeological jour-
nals an important position is placed by Úwiatowit.
It was established in 1899 (Fig. 4) by Erazm
Majewski (1858–1922). He was an industrialist and
scholar, one of the fathers of Polish archaeology
(Krajewska, 2008). Majewski offered for the pub-
lic his rich collection of archaeological artifacts
and arranged the museum. At the beginning of
the 20th c., around the Museum of Erazm
Majewski and the editorial board of Úwiatowit
there formed an informal school of prehistoric ar-
chaeology (Kozùowski, Lech, 1996).

Fig. 2. The first page of volume V of
Wiadmoúci Archeologiczne.

Fig. 3. The cover of volume LIX of
Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne.

Fig. 4. The first page of volume I of
Úwiatowit.
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The idea of E. Majewski was to encourage
the scientific movement and to offer for the wide
audience insight into the main problems of pre-
history, as well as to collect and publish infor-
mation about the new archaeological finds. His
widespread correspondence – now kept in the
archives of the State Archaeological Museum –
remains one of the important sources in any
studies concerning that period of history of ar-
chaeology (see Krajewska, 2008, earlier litera-
ture ibid.). Many of amateur archaeologists
from the Balt lands as for example Antoni
Zaborski, Wandalin Szukiewicz or Maria
Butrymówna (see Sawicka, Griþas, 2007) wrote
to Majewski about their discoveries, asked for
advice or even sent artifacts from their collec-
tions to his museum.

The 11th volume published in 1914 was the
last one before the WW I, the next appeared in
1928 as a yearbook of the Museum of Erazm
Majewski closely connected with the Chair of Pre-
historic Archaeology at the Warsaw University.
This tradition has been continued until now (with
the break in WW II) when the Institute of Ar-
chaeology, Warsaw University, is editing this jour-
nal. Starting from volume 41, it has been divided
into two parts – fasc. A concerning classical ar-
chaeology and fasc. B concerning prehistoric and
early history archaeology.

The main purpose of Úwiatowit – to publish the
archaeological materials – did not change for above
100 years. The Balt artifacts have become an im-
portant component of its contents since the begin-
ning (e.g. Krukowski, 1913; Brzozowski, Szymañski,
1999; Bliujienë, Butkus, 2006).

In 1999 the editorial board of Úwiatowit es-
tablished the series of supplements to publish the
monographs. Among them there are also those
concerning the Balt archaeology presented in se-

ries P: prehistory and Middle Ages (Waluú,
Kowalewska, 1999; Szymañski, 2005).

Both Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne and
Úwiatowit were established already in the 19th c.
and are being published until now. On the mar-
gin it is worth to mention the other 19th c. peri-
odicals important for the Balt archaeology which
had been not continued as for example Pamiætnik
Fizyjograficzny or Rubon (see Abramowicz, 1991).
The latter published in Vilnius regularly between
1842 and 1849 played an important role in popu-
larization of archaeology, ethnography and his-
tory of the region of nowadays Lettgalia (see
Bitner-Wróblewska et al., 2005, 15–16).

Among all-Poland archaeological periodicals
Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne and Úwiatowit offer
most space for the Balt archaeology and its prob-
lems. However, it should be remembered that also
in other journals of this line we could find impor-
tant articles concerning the subject in question.
One of them appears Archeologia Polski a peri-
odical edited from 1957 by Polish Academy of
Science – now by its Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnology. Its topic remains the synthetic studies
rather than materials2 , although the important
Balt materials have found their way to some vol-
umes (e.g. Baranowski, 1996). Among the wider
studies or methodological articles we also could
find the problems of Balt archaeology (e.g. Bitner-
Wróblewska et al., 1996). The reviews of litera-
ture remain an important element of Archeologia
Polski contents.

A significant role in publication of the results
of Balt researches was played by Acta Baltico-
Slavica. The first volume appeared in 1964 edited
by the Biaùystok Scientific Society. That volume
was concerned with the proceedings of the con-
ference about investigations in north-eastern Po-
land. Starting from the beginning, this periodical

2 The small texts presenting archaeological materials, including Balt ones, are published in Kwartalnik Historii Kultury
Materialnej which was also edited by Polish Academy of Science, the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology since 1953.
Besides archaeology, the results of historical and ethnographical researches are presented there.
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presented not only archaeology, but also history,
ethnography and linguistic problems. But since the
9th volume when the Department, later Institute
of Slavonic Languages became the editor of Acta
Slavico-Baltica, the archaeology stopped to play
the same role as other disciplines and archaeo-
logical articles appeared rather rarely (rare ex-
ample Jabùoñska, 1992).

The materials of Balt archaeology were pub-
lished also in two well-known series edited by the
State Archaeological Museum in Warsaw –
Materiaùy Staroýytne and Materiaùy Staroýytne i
Wczesnoúredniowieczne. There were eleven vol-
umes of the former (1956–1968) and six volumes
of the latter (1971–1991). Quite recently there ap-
peared an idea to continue this series and the sev-
enth volume of Materiaùy Staroýytne and
Wczesnoúredniowieczne was published in 2008.
Both series were established to present bigger
articles, among them two important texts for Balt
archaeology – done by A. Kamiñski (1956) and
J. Jaskanis (1977).

Quite recently, in 2007 State Archaeological
Museum started the new series concerning only
the archaeology of the Balts, namely Seminarium
Baùtyjskie. It appeared as the consequence of Balt
seminar meetings – an informal forum of discus-
sion on archaeology, history, numismatics and an-
thropology of the Balts and their neighbours in
wide chronological perspective – from early Iron
Age up till Middle Ages. Many of the problems
presented on the seminar become a part or a sum-
mary of the bigger studies. An idea arose to cre-
ate a new series publishing monographs concern-
ing the Balts. It will start with the Bogaczewo
Culture conference proceedings (Fig. 5) – which
necessity appeared on one of the meetings of the
Balt seminar3 .

It is worth to point out two series edited by
the Institute of Archaeology, Warsaw University –
Barbaricum and Studia Galindzkie. Up till now
there appeared seven volumes of Barbaricum –
first in 1989. The Balt archaeology remains the most
important topic of this periodical, for example,

Fig. 5. The cover of first volume of series
Seminarium Baùtyjskie.

Fig. 6. The cover of first volume of series
Studia Galindzkie.

3 Now the next volume is under preparation – a book in memoriam late Marian Kaczyñski.
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volume 6 concerned only the materials on the
Prussian lands. Barbaricum connects the publica-
tion of finds (Juga-Szymañska, 2004; Nowakowski,
2004a) with the presentation of wider problems
of the Balts (e.g. Bitner-Wróblewska, 1994;
Nowakowski, 1995; Kowalski, 2000). The last,
volume 7 was published as the next supplement
of Úwiatowit, series B. It enlarged its contents with
the chronicle and reviews.

In 2003 there appeared the first volume of new
series of the Institute of Archaeology – Studia
Galindzkie (Fig. 6). It came as a result of long-term
investigations done by the scholars from Warsaw
University in the territory of the Galindi tribes. In
Studia Galindzkie one may find both the new ar-
chaeological sources obtained (Gùadki, 2003) and
the more synthetic studies (Wróblewski et al., 2003).
The next volumes are under preparation.

A very important position among the ar-
chaeological periodicals concerning the Balts
remains with the regional ones4 . At first we
should mention two of them – Rocznik Biaùostocki
and Rocznik Olsztyñski, both being interdiscipli-
nary journals including archaeology, history, eth-
nography, linguistics. Except the synthetic stud-
ies and material publications, there were also
reviews and chronicle. Rocznik Biaùostocki was
edited by the District Museum in Biaùystok (first
volume in 1961) while Rocznik Olsztyñski by the
Mazurian Museum, then the Museum of
Ermland and Mazury in Olsztyn (first volume in
1958). The publication of both of them was
stopped respectively in 1993 and 1997 and from
time to time an idea appears to revive them, at
least Rocznik Olsztyñski5 .

Those periodicals were one of the main places
to publish the results of investigations of men-
tioned above Polish-Swedish Complex Yatvings
Expedition (e.g. Kaczyñski, 1961; Ziemliñska-
Odojowa, 1966), as well as other researches, for
example, from the pre-1945 excavations (Okulicz,
1958).

In 1992 the Museum of Ermland and Mazury
published the first volume of Zeszyty Muzeum
Warmii i Mazur with the worth-mentioned articles
about new archaeological sources, however, the
next volumes did not contain archaeology6 .

Concerning other Olsztyn periodicals, one
should mention Komunikaty Mazursko-Warmiñskie
edited since 1957 by the Historical Society in
Olsztyn, then also by the Research Center of
W. Kætrzyñski. History has got a special position
in its contents but the archaeological texts appear
in this journal as well (e.g. Bitner-Wróblewska,
Piotrowski, 1989; Nowakowski, 2004b).

Recently, in 2006 in Olsztyn a new series
started, being edited by the Research Center of
W. Kætrzyñski and the Society Pruthenia. It was
named Pruthenia and described as periodic which
concerns Prussians and the Balt peoples (Fig. 7).
It is the next interdisciplinary one where archae-
ology remains only one of the topics. History, lin-
guistics, religion and ethnography are also repre-
sented. Reviews, chronicle and reports of confer-
ences are included, too. Already four volumes
were published.

In 1990s there were more numerous local ini-
tiatives in north-eastern Poland as to interdisci-
plinary publications touching the Balt archaeo-
logy. Among them, one could mention Studia

4 It is not possible to mention all of them, so we concentrate on certain of them only from the north-eastern part of
Poland. However, it is worth to have also in mind the others where we could find an important text about the Balts (e.g.
Okulicz, 1988).

5 The 18th volume will be published in 2009.
6 More or less the same concerns Rocznik Suwalsko-Mazurski which first volume was published in 1991 by the Scientific

Society of Suwaùki. It includes both history and archaeology. The next volumes changed the name and concentrate on
history.
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Angerburica edited by the Museum of Rural Cul-
ture in Wægorzewo and Mràgowskie Studia Huma-
nistyczne established by the Mràgowo branch of
the Polish Historical Society. Both of them are
mostly interested in history and literature, al-
though archaeology can be presented there, too
(e.g. Juga et al., 2000).

In 1990s the local Boards of Heritage in north-
eastern Poland also became the editors of peri-
odicals – Warmiñsko-Mazurski Biuletyn Konserwa-
torski and Biuletyn Konserwatorski Województwa
Podlaskiego. They concern the cultural heritage
in the region including archaeology (e.g. Kobyliñska
et al., 2000; Kawiecka, Stanaszek, 2000; Jaskanis,
2001).

Last but not least, there are periodicals in
plans which have not been yet published. Among
them it is worth to mention Studia Archaeologica
Sudaica being in plans of the District Museum in
Suwaùki7 .
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Ðiame straipsnyje apþvelgiami pagrindiniai
Lenkijoje iðleisti archeologinës periodikos
leidiniai, kuriuose aptariama baltiðkoji medþiaga,
gvildenamos jos tyrinëjimø problemos ir kryptys.

Daugiausia studijø baltiðkàja tema galima rasti
„Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne“ (Archeologinës
þinios) (leidëjas – Valstybinis archeologijos
muziejus Varðuvoje; 1–3 pav.) ir „Úwiatowit“
(leidëjas – Varðuvos universiteto Archeologijos
institutas; 4 pav.). Tai seniausi tæstiniai leidiniai
Lenkijoje, pradëti spausdinti dar XIX a. ir
tebespausdinami iki ðiol.

Straipsniø, skirtø baltiðkajai medþiagai, taip
pat galima rasti kituose lenkiðkuose leidiniuose,
pvz., „Archeologia Polski“ (Lenkijos archeo-
logija), jiems skirta keletas pirmøjø „Acta Baltico-
Slavica“ tomø. Tarp Varðuvos leidiniø galima
paminëti daugelá serijø, skirtø bûtent baltø archeo-
logijai, pvz., „Barbaricum“ – nuo 1989 m., „Studia
Galindzkie“ (Galindø tyrimai – nuo 2003 m.)
(6 pav.), „Seminarium Baùtyjskie“ (Baltø semi-
naras – nuo 2007 m.) (5 pav.).

Baltø archeologijai daug dëmesio skiria ir
regioninë periodika. Paminëtini keli svarbiausieji
tarpdisciplininës pakraipos, integruojanèios
archeologijà, istorijà, etnografijà ir lingvistikà,
leidiniai: „Rocznik Biaùostocki“ (Balstogës

metraðtis) (leidëjas Balstogës regiono muziejus –
nuo 1961 m.) ir „Rocznik Olsztyñski“ (Olðtyno
metraðtis) (leidëjas Varmijos ir Mozûrijos muzie-
jus Olðtyne – nuo 1958 m.). Ðiø leidiniø puslapiuose
(taip pat „Wiadomoúci Archeologiczne“) buvo
paskelbti Jotvingiø ekspedicijos tyrimø rezultatai.

Nuo 1990-øjø aktyvesni tampa vietos kultûros
centrai ðiaurës rytinëje Lenkijoje, leidþiantys
leidinius, kuriuose publikuojamos baltiðkà
medþiagà analizuojanèios tarpdisciplininës
studijos. Tai „Studia Angerburica“ (leidëjas
Vengoþevo liaudies kultûros muziejus), „Mrà-
gowskie Studia Humanistyczne“ (Mrongovo
humanitarinës studijos), ásteigtas Lenkø istorinës
draugijos Mrongovo padalinio, „Warmiñsko-
Mazurski Biuletyn Konserwatorski“ (Warmijos-
Mozûrijos paveldosaugos biuletenis) ir „Biuletyn
Konserwatorski Województwa Podlaskiego“
(Palenkës Vaivadijos paveldosaugos biuletenis).
Pastarieji du leidþiami vietos Paveldosaugos
komitetø ðiaurës rytø Lenkijoje iniciatyva.

2006 m. Olðtyne pasirodë nauja serija –
„Pruthenia“, leidþiama W. Kætrzyñskio tyrinëjimø
centro ir „Pruthenia“ – draugijos iniciatyva
(7 pav.). Tai jau antras periodinis tarpdisciplininis
leidinys, kuriame viena ið tyrinëjimø temø yra
Prûsø archeologija ir baltø gentys.

BALTØ ARCHEOLOGIJOS TEMA LENKIJOS PERIODIKOJE

Anna Bitner-Wróblewska

Santrauka
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ILIUSTRACIJØ SÀRAÐAS

1 pav. Leidinio „Archeologinës þinios“ I
tomo titulinis puslapis.

2 pav. Leidinio „Archeologinës þinios“ V
tomo titulinis puslapis.

3 pav. Leidinio „Archeologinës þinios“ LIX
tomo virðelis.

4 pav. Leidinio „Úwiatowit“ I tomo titulinis
puslapis.

5 pav. Leidinio „Baltø seminaras“ I tomo
virðelis.

6 pav. Leidinio „Galindø tyrimai“ I tomo
virðelis.

7 pav. Leidinio „Pruthenia“ virðelis.


